ABSTRACT. We present deep CCD photometry of three associations lying between the Magellanic Clouds and sitting on the HI ridge. ZAMS fittings show that these clusters are located at the distance of the Clouds. Furthermore, a slight distance gradient is observed. Main sequences matched to isochrones reveal that these aggregates are very young, no more than 10 8 years old. An age difference from east to west is also suggested.
possible at the present time to establish accurately the age of the young aggregates. We believe, nevertheless, that they are less than 10 8 years old. We display below, the CMD of Associations 2 and 6. Superimposed on the data are the youngest isochrones available from RYI, 150 χ 10 6 years with Y = 0.3 and Ζ = 0.004, and the ZAMS from Schmidt-Kaler (1982) . The latter is corrected to account for a [Fe/H] = -0.65, following the method of Vanden Berg and Poll (1989) . These curves are distance and reddening shifted. It seems obvious, then, that Association 6, the one within the halo of the LMC, is younger than Association 2, located one degree East of the SMC Wing tip.
The currentiy favoured scenario to explain the Bridge implies a close encounter of the SMC with the LMC that would trigger star formation in the densest parts of the inter-Clouds region. From what remains of the HI, (McGee and Newton 1986) we see that the gas is much denser on the SMC side. Our results would then confirm that the associations on the west side were formed first.
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